BFS Board of Directors Application Form 2015

Please complete and return this form to festival@beltane.org by Friday 5th June 2014 to allow time for all applications to be distributed among the membership prior to the AGM on 14th June.

Your name: David Simpson
Have you read and understood the Responsibilities for BFS Board of Directors document?

Yes

Do you have the requisite time and flexibility to commit to at least one Board meeting per month and work undertaken in the time between meetings?

Yes

Why would you like to be an active volunteer member of the Beltane Fire Society Board of Directors?

I have been a member of the Society since 2011 and have experienced involvement from several different perspectives. I would like to contribute to the progress and growth of the Society and work to facilitate its continuation as a place where people can broaden their artistic horizons in a diverse, welcoming and supportive community. 
What position or area of responsibility would you like to hold (whether current or new) on the Board, and what skills, knowledge and practical experience can you bring to this role?

I would like to focus on volunteer support, so I feel Volunteers Coordinator or a similar role would allow me to do this, although I would be prepared to take on the position of Festival Secretary if required.

What goals do you see yourself achieving whilst on the Board and how do you intend to do this?

My main aim is to expand the support network within the community by inviting experienced Group Organisers and members to offer their support to less experienced GOs and other participants, especially during festival preparation months. I see this as an opportunity for experienced BFS members who do not have enough time to take part in a festival to stay involved and contribute, for example through availability for advice on the phone or by email, or even to attend group meetings to help. I'm aware that this system would require a certain level of organisation and communication so I would be happy to dedicate time and energy to creating it in a more formal context.
How do you envision yourself working and communicating with both the Board members and the BFS membership at large?

As well as attending regular Board meetings and additional meetings and events as required, I would communicate proactively and respond promptly. It is important to me to be accessible and available to the general membership as well as other Trustees, so I would be happy to have an @beltane.org email address listed on the Society's website for this purpose. Although I would prioritise my commitments  as an elected Trustee, I would still like to be actively involved in festivals and would find the most appropriate way to do this without taking on an unrealistic level of responsibility.
What previous background in Beltane Fire Society, or other charity organisations, do you have?

I have been involved in BFS since 2011 when I took part in Beltane as a member of Bower, followed by Torchbearers at Samhuinn 2011. I have since Group Organised Bower at Beltane 2012, Fire Priests at Samhuinn 2012 and Beltane 2013, and Torchbearers at Samhuinn 2013, Beltane 2014 and Samhuinn 2014. I was part of the sub-committee which coordinated and produced the Sacred Flame 25th Anniversary exhibition in 2012 and co-organised a Torchbearers presence at Pride Scotia 2014 and the Edinburgh Jazz and Blues Festival Carnival 2014. At Beltane 2015, I was involved with Some Point (AKA the Communications Team) working with the social media volunteer on the night and attending Steward meetings during the run-up to the festival for planning and preparation.
Any further information that you’d like to add…

