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As ‘t‘he nights grow, long and the veil thins. we gatheritogether to mark the turnmg of.

the seasons with Samhuinn Fire Festlval’Flre music, and myth usher in the changmg
By _ OO S S e
: *of the seasons, and celehrate the beginning of winter. . -
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R Samhumn reimagines ancient Celtic traditions through modern performance telling
. of the struggle between Summer and Winter, light and dark Un Calton Hill; you'll find
drummers acrobats, performers, and a cavalcade of mysterrous characters amrdst
\ DY S the transformatrve frres of Samhumnv i o s

Th|s year, the festlval looks to radlcal connectron the strength we flnd m,each other
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. «the wrsdom of perspectnse and the'courage to fac'e,our shadows
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THERE ISNO SINGLE PATH:THROUGH SAMHUlNN : ' 4
ONLY THE ONEJIHAT, CALLS 10 YOU _‘.'
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There's no wrong way y.to experrence Samhumn we only ask that:you do not mterfere
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thelr part in the turnlmelwecommﬁr_@egw at the Bonflre where; "~
the ne|d fire wrll beﬁlr,_t‘lt‘he ;l'a_l'ne that provrdes all l|ght w festrval) From there .. g
_ follow your |ntU|t|on1 Let the. rhythm of drums the g glow of torches; and the volces of
N L PN the crowd lead you deeper mto the story.> - Sy
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At t times, you might feel a little lost, but not to worryI Samhurnn is meant to move ﬁ
. you to draw you into its shifting world of light and shadow Jom the revelry when the

moment feels right, or 5|mply stand and take it allin:
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All around you, performance‘s gtuals e characters will unfold‘Sometlmes g
overlapplng sometlmes blendmg together You won't. see everythmg and thats part
of the magic. Every person 'S journey throughéamhumn is unique. If you'd like to plan

your night, take a look at the festival map to, see where key moments will happen
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We also understand that z audlence |nteract|on isn't for everyone %performers love‘
— aar
to share the’ energy of of the nlght but they also respect personal boundaries. If you'd
it
prefer,not to be mteracted with, you can collect a consent wrlstband from the Box
| [lfflce Tent just look for the clearly marked collection pomt“""’" f
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LE DlSTANCE C@NSENoT VWRISTBANDS WlLL BE*
AVAILABLIE'AT-THE Box’@FHCE TENT. %
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‘Along your;journey,you'll meet a host of strange and wonderful bemgs Sach playmg. * Ay
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The Cailleach appears this year as the protector of the Deer, as giantess, making her way around

the hill to see if Summeris ready to end If he is not, then Winter, will be sent to force his, * o * ‘.

transformation. At the bonfire, She w wrll perform a saining ritual for protectron and connectron )
our community a%yond and then will gather the forces, of Wlnter.to‘mn the season 7 o]
She'll wash her:cloak in the Corryvreckan whirlpool and when She is ready, wrll frnally unverl

and crown the Winter;King: ko
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This year the Cailleach invites, you;to. mvest in Radrcal ‘Connection; because connectron Sais

radrcal ‘actin a worldlwhere division | |s a Tactic. ;Gather your: communlty to you support and care °
for your commumty So when,winterg comes can you look the Crone in the eye and swear to Her

that you have done,the work"&._, - R afitn, SFNEE
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Salmon return to their home rivers in Summer”In Autumn they transform frght mate and dre In

Irish legends, there was a Salmon of Knowledge, who knew everytlhllﬂng “and so drd whoever ate
him. Humans know more about the world than we ever, have but-use, that: knowledge to krll it and
each other for-profit. .~ e

The Summer Krng is a Salmon of Knowledge who has prevented Autumn 'so he can live.and rule :

wrmportance'of my own place within the grand scheme oﬁhmﬂur story is one of comrng
' /

forever. No one else is allowed to change while he forces the world to a halt There isa song some
people know about salmon hummrng or singing it wrl-l'enrage him. :

When all his changes are released the Summer King will transform go mad'catch frre ejaculate
-« and enter a living’ death ready to'be consumed by the Winter Krng If yoﬁm to know what that

looks lrke find the glowrng la‘n‘tﬁ?ey*

In a world S0 fraught wrth polarrsatron where we're all (secretly) terrrfred of what others are
capable of, we overlook our,own hidden urges and capacrty for, violence, hatred and unbridled
anger, ouat’hrrst for power and greed; our need for, control'certarntyland rrghteousness\Th-eW

what they truly are and first accept all.that' is) exactly as it is. . Ve . 4

Thrs year | wrll rise to power by facrng my own shadows as | adventure to meet my counterpart, -
the Summer King-lwill'force  him into transformatron and in doing so will understand the. *°

towards"and facing our demons head on, and’ eventually integrating them so we may become
whole and the balance can be restored . o

awakenrng of the Winter Km'g'nmrks the force oflwhat lies beneath and forces us to see thrngs for
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BATYHEARTH IR i—

We are four normal, innocent bats, here to provide our performers With rest and refreshment

at the end of the night. We're behind the National Monument i e —
For Your, Glorious Pre'Festlval Entertalnment;we will be running a couple of dodgy, bat- made
free carnival games'from Doors Open (18: 3[])&1t|l the start of the festival (around 20 0[] or- .
when our; Cailleach arrives!)! Come try your luck; “and win some lovmgly,‘made trmkets and
bat- frlendly flower;seeds! AN : ot
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Durlng the festlval |tself well Il'be flapplng about tellmg storles about BATS You can contrlbute £
to Bat Research (research performed by bats) by answermg our, Bat Surveys “and maybe even

learn your, fortune for the comlng year! We also have the honour of hosting some beautlful !
performances! % ' Pt/ Ay ka AR a
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GEN Hearth will close before the final stage sequence, S0 we can get ready to glve our!beloved

Rem{mbe ryall that you forgot

AN/

rom back.vyhen you were old
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We are Bruadarg: the dream. We will be holdmg a llmrnalspace of, transformbatlon ) frery
technicolourgfor;all who choose to ] ]ourney through us*We exist as momentary flickers in the 4
; mnermost storles of ngs and creatures alike. Are we fae, psychopomps or machine elves? Let
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' |_gand send it deep into the earth for, safe keeprng l:w . .
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The Blues are the guardrans of the ritual, preservrng the tradltlons that have evolved through . :

our festivals, and guiding their,enactment at each turn of the wheel. Our society’s lore is held by
PN i——
the Blues, holding the stories through their considerable experrence of the festrvals mvolvement
in Beltane Fire Society and a deep. connectron to our; rituals"and traditions SS=
| M
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' They help to deflne and guide the Court-and other characters through the nrght actrng as a ‘

the gaze  of the Cailleach and guiding thrngs'fr,om one moment:to the next. Sometrmes they. pop

up in other. places to prepareaspace mcludin’g ritually,s arhMenmg the stage space ¢ 0.
before the courtsteps onto |t 'Vfg w - »\i.::" gt S A
y: S \;* “;f ‘o ; :

The Bog is the gate between worlds, and we are its denrzens‘a collectlon of brides and wrtches
’ -and monsters and manifestations of the Bog itself. ly‘e'hold tmmedge of the ages,
artefacts from, both sides of the veil, and tales from'before t‘r'rln‘enl{lle'srng those tales as  they
were before words, and we watch to make sure that wrtnesses treat the Bog. and the hill itself
o _aqwith the respect due the p%werful forces moving among them.,
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The Cailleach approaches and we know what is coming. We shed our summer forms to prepare /
iR y

for the coming change and once renewed into creatures of wrnter we dance wrth the wrsps
“""\that draw people into our depths We draw others in as the night: continues, brmgmg their
' Abodres and tales into the Bog.

Each year whenljthe shadows stretch long and the air turns srlver with the coming cold, tuh% sun

| ... '
begins herLretreat Not all at once, but slowly— gracefully—F as |f||n reverence to the stillness ofp”,
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the season. Summer, lrghmrot simply vanishilt.is too, wild too full'of life ‘and m motion. And S0
_—— o m—

our sacred orde)r;rs born—keepers of the insbetween=known as the Dance of Falllng nght

Cloaked in ‘the ¢ sun’s final whrspers'of gold'we Cross OVer: |nt.o the d.eepenrng night. Each

. 'movement weaves our, sp'ele farewell. With every circle spun, we gently free a thread of lrght

We do’ not mourn the end of summer. We celebrate its completron

Y o e ‘a

liminal boundary between the worlds*You'can's see them at the front of the~p?ocessron holdrng : Ay
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DEERVORTH EGAINNEAGH

We are the herd, the Deer of the Callleach who is, besides being the most powerful wmter ! e
goddess in Celtic folklore, the protector of all the Scottish deer... . R\, ®
Our group is firmly rooted in the tradltron of the guardian stewards, in that we escort the
Cailleach and we will be looking afterlthe e Summer, and Wlnter monarchs, as well as bemg an.
interface with the audience, ready to answer, questions and give directions. But.we are also deer:
| we have tmume and antlers as wellm vests‘W‘e L be on
the hill when tmee our, N herd watchlng the sunset cavortlng over‘the h|ll,

havmg fun! Because that's what we thmk deer.do
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We are deer we are stewalrdks wgge a group ‘to help all people on the hill o on th|s magrcal n|ght |

ofSamhumn NG s S
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Unwards ever onwards through dawn and dusk, through endless tomorrows Each_s‘eaon rises,
fades and returns part of the earth’s eternil' dance of renewal The Heralds,of Winter. embody
this rhythm drummmg the heartbeat of change aswe summon the C Callleach to lay summer to

o &7 S
rest and birth the year anew. IACH years, our crew has carried this pulse born from Samhuinn
2015, growing through cycles of | joy and struggle, through’gEls and stillness. We persist, bearing

we'are a group of ﬂe{rce elemental entities that harness both the powers s of creation an(y
destruction to ushersin seasonal transformation.’On Samhuinn night, 0h5|d|an IS called upon by
the forces of nature to’summon‘an eruption - a sudden and shocking cataclysm needed to bring

about Wl‘nter and restore balance to the Earth s
L qr s D

With acrobatlcs f|re sprnnmg, ritual and physical'storytelling, we evoke the story of lifeon
B W O il ——
Earth an‘ancient dance between the forces of creation and destruction beholden only to the
_ steady‘flow of geologlcal timeour,| ;journey mirrors these forces steady, powerful, focused on
AN - oy
our. task to realign the seasonal'boundaries and bring about Winter by whatever means
necessary Obsidian represents cataclysmlc change that, while violent, ultimately embodies a
necessary reset and cleansmg . =
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W|tness keepmg time with theturmng world. In this tenth turn, we return in service to the /
: . ¥4

o YW festrval'a'n'd its community.
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l]h3|d|an formswhen volcanlc lava is cooled rapidly. Blrthed from thls powerful volcanic energy, :
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s l|kelyto shut at93l]pm &
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Photopoint is the volunteer documentary team capturing the fleeting magic of Samhuinn, s ¢

preserving it in images that echo long after, the fire fades. We witness the festlval as it unfolds=
from quiet preparation to wild celebration - sharing glimpses with the wider, world and offermg

P

our community a way, to remember;the wonder they've created

We work closely with performance groups and courts, explorlng their creat|V|ty and ,p_ur‘own
| through collaborative photoshoots‘W|th a lens tunedv to f|rel|ght and movement, we aim to tell
the story of Beltane in all its vibrant, glowing | detall ‘” =gl

Born of skln cllngmg hegt and feyered exhalatlonsm.e‘ds_r‘eturn as Summers last deflant
blaze wild creatures of chaos filled with ominous puls\atmg purpose. As wmters shadow
encroaches upon Calton Hill, the Reds are no longer bound only for; .play, mlsch|ef or lust; they

" mstead dance on the edge of mania and obsessmn connectlng to their darkest wddness‘They
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feel the ‘roiling press of forces, corpulent stagnation versus harrowmg integration, and respond
) kmd their bodies speaking in foolish flows and fearless flurd feral'movementﬁThe Reds will
burn br|ght agalnst Samhuinn’s encroachmg dark; not'fading but explodlng mto the|r final blaze.
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Behind the Acropolls to the ‘east of the h|ll)_l'l space for you to remember a loved one or let go of .

an old way of life sits. Let this s space ‘be the first Step towards a new pathiYou'll be gmded by aps
“ volunteer and as you leave' g_urysacred space you will have the opportunlty‘to see a list of |

different services if. /you need further support. We have a disabled access entrance to the south

of our Spam be’l'(.nown we are not performance but r|tual and a space of respect the space

Born of the Samhumn Fires last year and whirled by the W|ds of Beltane Runach Beathrach /‘f"

returns to Samhumn wnth'a powerful musical pro]ect forged in f|re and steep?d ) the mysterles
; A e of time.

: ‘Drawmg from the |mag|ned ancestral sounds of the Celts Norsemen Picts and Scots Runach '
.conjures amagical dark;folk melodic soundscape that weaves in and out of liminal space and
W time. The, V|ol|n viola and harp stir the heart, the hurdy gurdy, bass and drums plant your feet on
othe earth and powerful vocals splral the energy upward in a ritual of ecstatic connection.
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Suail is the sound and the motion of the Sea. An amorphous host of bodies, moving and srngrng
the vast inhuman patterns of wave and wind. Gradually, human folksong emerges from over the
waves. The waters rememberlechoes i generatrons gone: of the people who have lived and dred

by the grace of the Sea. - .
e'cycles of humanlfrsh and beast will
L emt—————

On Samhuinn nrght Suail\will'sing to the|r|closrng the \if

.' ’:\‘ _\' . 'r ..' N
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There |s no lrght at all. If your eyes could cut through the gloom youd see that your breathﬁrsts

in the shrverrng cold. You have no idea where your nelghbours ar,e' But the wood grmdsggarnst
|tself and again and again until smoke curls into the air alongsrde your breat‘hTfhe smoke
_becomes an ember and feedrng EL ember. feeds us through the winter.

R PR . /.,. P 74‘ cy
On the nrght of Samhuinn, the Torchheareir/s will bring that emher to lrfe the Nerdfrre if you see
a fire on the hill, it started wrth us=The cloaked processron of Torchbearers represents the
liminal boundary between, the everyday world a“rfm;ﬁce that our Cailleach, Kings, and spirits
move through | [ take our ]Ob as the,verl-v'e'rTserrously, whlch IS why we,will be solemn and -
: S B ‘ storc on the night. -

.
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- We help facrlrtate the tech needs of each Belta‘ﬁ%‘group and the wrder productron We create and

provrde light by fire cansito help tell: the'Beltane'story wrth frre sculptures ; I%f

On the nlght we are there to llght frres and contrrbute to the safetyland smoo_t'h runmng\ofgthe 'y
festival' From stage burldrng to fire safety,]we do'a bit of everything:Tech'is the glue that pastes
the festrv.ayogether by f|re and sometimes nuts and bolts™ ! : .

unleash the first sea;storms of Wlnter“ and will yreld up the power;of the Se‘ato the. Carlleach to , [N
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Hillusphere Art installation references the tensions between Summeermter llght/dark . N

discarded waste/natural g W = 10 -"

Three pods explore themes expressed by the Summer, KnTg‘,Wmterleg and Carlleach through
interlocking structures? Beautiful intricate woven paﬁe'l?have been created by volmgers from
both v!_aste product/packaging and naturWd obItWer%er salmo'n'trles to
escape. h|s material' waste and debris, to" Swim upstream andme'fs but a skeleton of his
former majesty Cailleach intervenes, wrth the full powers ofmd chaos spectacular

beautiful, anwd d‘e-st'ructlve|Water!wrnd and natural currents consprre to engulf the fragile

remarnsofSummer | wf »\&

[l

s R Z 2
The wmter kmg s energy glows from within the natural dehrrs of Autumn brmgmg warmth'and
hope for the coming dark nights. H|llusphere has been created usrng 1100% recycled/foundtg
materials, foraged |tems from around Edmburgh many volunteer helpers/crafters and the kmd

4
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I8 First Aid / Welfare Tent

Catering vans

. Accessible toilets
| Toilets
4-B- Entrance/Gate points

-\ Fences/No Access

Regent Roadjuses

SVAll Ticket-Holder's Entrance
Carriage Drive .
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WHERE SHOULD | ARRIVE? Please have your OR code ready for scanning, either in
print or on mobile. Where possible, approach Calton Hill from Regent Road. There will be a ticket
check at Waterloo Steps, but those wrth children or wishing to receive a,wristband to |nd|ct no . 4
performer interaction should enter via the Box Office via Carrlage Drlve — AN
If you have addrtronal access needs'rplease email access@beltane org. :
‘-uw-‘—' “T— -

‘“‘ . - 3
ear plugs for noise safety around the drummlng 2N *ﬁ':}f . ;
? “ﬂ W &J - ! .» .IP- . - :'\"»(’o s.'l- .’- e .f‘-'? ; g "\

CAN l BRING FOOD & DRINK ON THE: HIL'?I'\lcohol is not being sold on srte
but you can brlng your own drinks (Please, NO GLASS). We also recommend brmgmg cash forrou'r',t'
caterers in case, as there is no ATM on S|te . - , /

&‘

ARE*MY DOGS ALLOWED ON TH lLL ",Dogs (e);cl’pdmg Gurd’e“[’l'ogs) ar: not.
allowed on the.hlll for the festlval‘é ‘- /ﬁ . &W '!l?i {At . p
: o /A “ ‘é A 2% N '

lease make sure to limit bag size to no bigger

W/

WHAT SIZE SHOUL[)“MY BAG BE

"‘ARE(CHILDREN ALL'@WED AT THE FESTIVAL? Under 165 must be _ - 5

accompanled by an adult wrth a tlckﬁ'Parents and guardians plea’se note - this event contains semi-
nudrty and umnhlblted behavrour and drscretlon is advrsed We also recommend ear plugs for little
ones. Lol )b e ,

(,/ 43

Beltane F|re Socrety values gveryone’s comfort and boundariesYIf you'd prefer, not to be mteracted”
with durmg the'event, you can collect a consent,wristhand when’ you arrrve at the Front of House
tent.these; wrll be clearly srgnposted at. the entrance! '
lS'THE EVENT BEING EIEMED? - Yes! Whlleng llve streamed, we will later sharea
festlval vrdeo'on'our social channels and websrte as, there JWill' be f|lm crews on-site capturrng the -
’ actlon For the safety of our performers and audrence please do not use flash photography The fire
should llght up your photos nicely. Re-entry to the festlval is not permltted

than an A3 plece of papfa?‘)'l’ 7 . ; .- /. .
h ') ’(' f i / L 4 : Py “.ﬂ .‘

WHAT lF'l- DONMWANTTO lNTERACT WITH T E CHARACTERS? M
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The BelWy (BFS) is a community arts performance charity respnnsrble fur
A~y
putting on the annual Beltane Fire Festival and Samhurnn Fire Festival in Edrnhurgh

' , A

BFS is run by a volunteer,Board of Trustee‘s’r‘Naf’to oversee the year- round operatlon of the
e o gl i

organrsatron and our,dedicated volunteers who keep the fire burnlng year after year.
The Socrety is funded entrrely by donatrons chgntable grants and trcket sales.
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_ Help us put on more ‘frre festrvals by makrng a B&S PayPal donatron b
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www BELTANE. ORG BELTAEFI RESOCI
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